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Reli jane, tanquam vinculo pietatis obſeridti, 
Deo rig ig art ſumus; unde ipſa Religio nomen ac- 


cepit. Religio 2 11 eſt, Superſtitio falſi. 


Religioſos ſe putant, aum amp; Super ſtitioſi, nec 


Religionem po ſſant a Superffitione diſcernere, 
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Hor 
be A ſucteſoful," in compofing the - Diffebences that 


by the Sword; Men of different; O inions engage as 


one another, 5175 5 declared Enemies do in 
conſummate 11 in Civil A/ 2 is qualified to 


vin, ou 
th able" abe e in Mae, of Religion. 


EE EXC EIL. LENGY, 


The mo Reverend F ater in con 
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Lod og of LC ON D 0 > _ 


_ 1 8 5 10 en bade ; | | 
Wy Lo * , Wen ce 932) un 0. 
"PF OUR" Paths ö Lede ITE: Be con 
. : Powers 7 Europe 1 loribus 


Pee, Honourable to yoar NN „ 7 well 
2 to your: Couptry ; it ohe be wiſhe Jo could 


are between contrary Parties at Hm. 
There is a War managed by the Pen, as well as 


3 and oe 45 Many Siratage to circumvent 


232 


At hour 22 Wa Ing Exp 
pciſus ed the: Warlii Dh ſputes of Princes; ſo 
by your high Station in the Church, and by your 
diſtinck Knowledge of the C ontroverſ ies that are in 
are as well fitted to bring us to an 4. 


— 


„ Mary 


expect ſuch querſion. 


tution, ta congratulate the Swereſs of your Negotry 
ons, .wbich began with the Year ; and to.wiſh we 


Many Difficulties, that were efteemed —_— 
ble, you Sarmounted; till at laſt. you brought thoſe 
that delighted in 12 ar, to 4 Friendly compliance. 
And if our Lordſhip. ſhould find the ſame Men, 
that endeavour'd to obſtruct our Peace Abroad, a- 
verſe to an Agreement at Home', "tis only from 
your Loraſhip's Prudence and Temper, that we can 
ld be conquer d. 

The Deſign of this ſhort Tract is, to remove one 
Prejudlteq that has hinter d our Atverſaries from 


joining in Communion with us. But ſuch is their 
Obſtinaby, that 1 can hardly ly. expect i it. 


ould attain 


that End, unleſs it e by Sin under your 
Lordſpip” Protection. 


Give me leave now, with all that Tobe our „ Confti- 


fee many returns of this Day N happy New-Titors, ; 
for the Good of our Church and State; amd may at 
laſt receive the bleſſed. Reward of. Prictmaers " 


| . which Jon's are MAY, "gs, ee 45 * an, n 
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Church of England 


N O T 


8 UPE R 8 T. ITIOUS 
Ano what Religions, Ge. 


The IN TRODuCTIO&Xx. 


— ENS Was a famous Academy for the 

Study of Philoſophy ; there were the Sto- 

icks and Epicureans,Men of 3 Opi- 

nions, but who joyn'd t 2 

ther in encountering St. Paul, wu 17. 

I ̃ bey accuſed him of Superſti- - 

tion, becauſe he Worſhiped our Saviour, 
y hom they looked upon only as a dead Man, eau. 

But St. Paul, having taken notice that tbe 

City of Athens abounded with Idols, dedi- v. 16. 


ated to dead Men, and that they had an Anas: 


1 erected 


"7 = 


erected to the * Gods of Aſia, and of Europe; 


a ²³˖ 7 . — = — 
— 2 1 — — 


returned the Accuſation, and told them, 
Saria. they were in all things more Superſtitions. 
keoves bus. Nov, it fares with our Church, as it did 
with St. Paul, Men of different Parties, er- 
roneous in their Faith, and claſhing in Opinion among 


thodox Church, and join in accuſing us of Superſti- 


- — — OO U » — — ̃ — ——— — — 
— —ñ—4—æ Hp ve — 2 _— - bh hs GCALY 
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more Reaſon, return the Accuſation upon them. 
But the generality of Men being carried away with 
a common Prejudice, of calling all thoſe things Su- 


means. 
In order to ſhew what Superſtition is, and wha 


Clear our ſelves from the imputation of i it, 


Firm, x ſhall ſ peak of the ſeveral kinds of Super- 
ſtition. 


the Athenians in particular, v were guilty of all 
kinds of,Superſtition, _ 

Thirdly, That the Jews of old were juſtly liable to 
the ſame Accuſation. 

. Foes 22 the Church of Rome is notorzoully 

uilty of Superſtition. f 8 
Fift 1 That the Church of Sunland caniok be ſl 
ly charged with any. kind of S | fin 5 


2 


Siibh⸗, That they that accuſe us of S 
are in all things more Werft. 


E 


| | C69 PL 1 1 a. 
— | — — — * * * 


Sieg Ac las, Evearns, ' Y Arpuns, Oz aye Y St 

And Beza ſays, ; Man Sai Philippide N moe affrut 

nag. a 1844 i an UN 4 
nl 


ZE v. 23. and of Africa, and to the Unknown God; 


themſelves, agree together in encountering the Or- 
tion; whereas we, on the other Side, may, with much 
perſitios that they diſlike in the Religions of other 


en, without underſtanding what * really 


they ate that may juitly be charged with it, and to 


Sec onaty,” hall ſhew, that Heathenrin general, and 


TY meh fays, the hole Inſcription of che Aber was 92 
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Ad. Laſt h, 1 ſhall ſpeak of choſe Common Super- 
ſtitions, that ſome . all Sects " Chriſtians 
are DNTP: to. | 


$ Cc H A P. A. It 
5 0 the ſeeeral Kinds of Saperficin. * I'® ; 


VP 


Here are three, Kinds of Settle, two of. 
zem Religious, the third Secular and Common. 
Religious Superſtition is an erroneous Fear, either 
about the Object, or Ceremonies of our Worſhip. _ _ 
On the other ſide, true Religion has only God for 


the Object of its Worſhip, and obſerves no Ceremo- 


"= 


nies, but what either he has Commanded, or at leaſt f 


are conſiſtent with his revealed Will. 

The firſt, and moſt proper kind of Re eligious Su- 
erſtition, is an Error about the Object of our Wor- 
ip; and may be defined, a Fear, inducing us to wor- 


ſhip the Spirits of dead Men. For ſo the word Aug 


| 14, Which 1 is tranſlated Superſtition, pr operly fig- 
nes, -and is Interpreted 2b See that. is, the 
Tr of Demons. To the ſame purpoſe the Latin word 
Superſtitio, is expounded Super titum Cultus, that is, 
5 the Worſhip that is paid to the ſurviving 
Fools of dead Men; or the Worſhip that ſurviving 
en pay to departed Spirits. 

Therefore when Feſtus, who was a, Roman, upon 


his examination of St. Paul, found him to be a 4 


i ; eee . 


—_—__—_ 
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FY % 


1 g are Ae 0 Jed d Sarpbnie, Theo hyladh, , 
| vgcantur qui Superſtitem memoriam defundorum 
* 3 ny qu e ſuis ſuperſtites, colebant imagines 
eorum Domi, tangitam Deos Penates... Tallautfus de verà Sap 


entid. Lib. 4 cap. 28. wh 
Aq *Avorſhiper 


rh 


f 0 
1 8 
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4 worſhiper of Jeſus, who was dead, whom Paul 

Hs 2. affirmed to be alive; preſently, according to 

19. his own notion of Superſtition, he concluk 
dd our Saviour to be a dead Man, that was 1 
worſhiped; as the Romnns worſhiped Hercules, Bac. 
chus, Romulus, and ſome of their Emperors, after their 4 
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| deceaſe: And he gives this accqunt of St. Paul, that 
the Jews had nothing to accuſe him of, but only 


ted This ie Acoifarpories, Which may be thus render- 
ed, of his own Super ſtition. C 
So again, when St. Paul obſerved the City of A- 
bl ' ©  thens to be full of Idols, erected to deceaſed 
17.16. Men, his Spirit was ſtirred in him, and he 
cock that occaſion to recommend to them the - 
' worſhip of our Saviour. The Athenians upon this 
took aur Saviour to be ſome foreiga Demon, and 
| thereupon accuſed St. Paul, as a ſeter fotrth Eiyey 
2 Aeceriay, that is, of foreign Demons, be- 
cauſe he preached unto them Jeſus. This 
_____--" ſhews that the original word, which is tran- 
q ſlated aer properly ſignifies the worſhiping 
olf dead Men. And Þ Latantins Pres this difference, 
between the Religion and Superſtition of Heathens; 
| © Thoſe, ſays he, that “ publickly worſhiped the 
e known Gods, they called Religious; but thoſe that 
„ privately worſhiped deceaſed Men, inſtituting new 
e Rites and Ceremonies to them, they called Super- 
' © ſtitious.”” Thus much of the firſt kind of Super- 
{| Rition, which conſiſts in giving Religious worſhip to 
{0 SE Ne oe Dor, hg, os 
Ik e Second kind of Superſtition is an error about 
| n en e r n ieee en 
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a4 42 


| V. 18. 
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+ Qui novos ſibi Ritus aſſumebant, ut Deorum vice mortyos 

| | Honorarent, quos ex hominibus in cœlum receptos putabant, Su- 
fi perftitiafos vocabant. Eos vero got ublicos, & aritiques Deos 

wdledagt, Relisioſos nominabant. Unde Virgilius, Vana Supe 

oo, veterumg; iguara Deorum. Zutun ins, de v a 80 

| 1 Lib. Caps 2 * 7 | es 32 Mm n . © IS 
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the Ceremonies of our Worſhip ; and may be defi 
ned, a groundleſs fear of diſpleaſing God, either by 
omitting thoſe Ceremonies that he bas no where 


commanded; or by obſerving thoſe indifferent Rites 


that he has no where forbidden. 

This definitioa comprehends the contrary Saperſti- 
tions of Rome, and thoſe of the Separation; it not on- 
ly includes thoſe that think to pleaſe God, by the bare 
performance of what he has not commanded ; bur- 


4 | thening Religion with many inſignificant , if not 
= - Impious Rites and Ceremonies; and placing the Sub- 


ſtance of it in ſuch external Formalities, as have 
nothing of real Sanctity in them: But it takes in 
them too that ſcrupulouſly forbear thoſe things, which 
they confeſs God has no where forbidden; and out 
of an over-tender Conſcience, are afraid they. ſhall 


Sin, in abſerving thoſe indifferent Ceremonies that 


are appointed merely for Uniformity and Order. 
This kind of Superſtition 1 is an Error oppoſite to 


Atheiſm and Profaneneſs: ; *tis that exceſs of Religion 


Which Solomon is ſuppoſed to caution us 


againſt, when he ſays, Be not Righteonr overe rf 7. 


+ For as all moral Virtues, ſo Religion 


too ig placed between two Extremes, that is, be⸗ 


tween Superſtition on the one ſide, and Profaneneſs 

on the other. Thus much of the ſecond kind of 

Superſtition, which is about Ceremonies. 
The Third ſort of Superſtition, called Secular 20d 


Common, conſiſts in entertaining groundleſs fears a- 


bout unfortunate Days and Times, aud n 


— ET a 8 C A 
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„ orsęandhearles 4y. 40w Keguanny THY Ec. - Pho | 
de Superſtitione, juxta finem. 
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Omens. * It gives herd to Dreams ad; Charms; 


5 and aſcribes all Sublunary Events to the motions of 5 
tube Planets, and to the Signs of Heaven. Thus — 
| much of the ſeveral kinds of EEE +: Eos i 
1 "= x ? 5 ; rr N 8 15 8 — 5 5 

q f | 


it That Meet bs Og. ae hb FIRED in 
li Particular, were 8 705 al. Sag 7 12045 
Ii den. 15 


ty 1) +3 1 
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F | Ber the promulgation of: Maſe 8 — God 


F was by Patriarchs and other holy Men, wor- 
| ſhiped with Sacrifices ; which were prefigurations of 
5 the promiſed agus te be ſacrificed for _ Sins 
| of Mankind. SUSHI ICED ien: A 
|| _ "This was the true wund of the Keligiol of Heas 
£1 thens. But this way. of Worſhip the Deceiber of 
Mankind wholly perverted to Superſtition, both as 
d0o the Object, an OCeremonies of it. 
Fi For as to the Object, inſtead? of worſhiping ; the 
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* Non, habeo ID nanet pete geren, 50 e 
80 vicinos haruſpices, non de circo * 4" 0p tn 


Non /fiacos conjeftores, non inter pretes ſomnium; 1 Jod 
Non enim ſunt ij aut Scientid, aut arte divini, | 
Sed Superſtitioſi vates —— Emm. 
Et Cicero de Divinatioge, 1b x. juxta fnem ILY 
Volucris venturi- nuncia wats SS 

Ignavus bubo, dirum mnortalibus ömen. Ovid Mean: 1. Lg 5 * 


"They! that obſerve Signs are (Hit by Fut Vale hudistes, in} 
1075 ens; ; that! Sy to be Superſtitious about Signs. 
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adoration to the Spirits of dead Men: (%) Such were 
Jupiter, Bacchus, Hercules, and many others, to whom 
they gave Divine Honours. 

For they thought that deceaſed Men were for their 
(b) Merits called up into Heaven; and that there were 


ſome Ceremonies and Divine Rites, by which the 


Souls of Men, that had deſerved well, were turned 
into (c) Gods: And ſome are of Opinion, that (4) Sa- 
rapis, whoſe Idol had a Buſhel upon his Head, was 
Joſeph; whom the Egyptians Deified after his death, 
for having preſerved them in the time of Famine. 
For *twas no uncommon thing WC! the Heathens, 


S 
1 * 1 r 


I P 
: 5 — 
— 
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(a) Deos ex hominibus faftos eſſe fatentur, ant r tatig, 
ut Herculem; aut munerum, ut Cererem & Liberum; aut artium 
re partarum, ut Æſculapium, & Mivervam. Laflantins de falfa Re: 


Iigione. Cap. 18. 


Quod ex hominum genere conſecratos, Gut Herculem & cxtenpy, 
Lex coli jubet; indicat omnium quidem animos immortales; eſſe, 
fortium verd divinos. Cicero. de Legib. lib. 2. 

Romulus, & Liber pater, & cum Caſtore Pollux, i 

Poſt ingentia facta Deorum in templa recepti 

Borat Epiſt. Lib 2. 

(by olios colunto quos endoxcœlo ſ 7.e. in cœlum j merita vocave- 
rint, Herculem, Liberum, Aſculapium, Caſtorem, Pollurem, Quirinum, 
Aſt olla propter quæ datur homini aſcenſus in cœlum, Virtutem, 


Pietatem, Fidem, Oc. Cicero de legibus, Jib. 2. cap, S. 


(c) Labeo dicit eſſe quædam ſacra, quit a animæ vertuntor in 
Deos. Ares in Virgil. „ | On 


præmittamus eum [Julium en! 8 Sacrum, 10 Bea - 
torum numerum, ſolitum ei hymnum & * decantantes. ap: | 
pian, de Civilibus ene bellis. lib. wk ee 


And Herod ian ſers don ys the manner how 10 anſecraed 
the Emperit Severus, lib. 4. 
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to give new (a) Names to thoſe that they Deified? 
That it might not be known they were Men. 

(b) The Burial-places of their Gods are known; 
Jupiter's in Crete, Bacchuss in India, and Hercules 8 in 


; Mount Qeta, 


(c) Their Trades and Employments are likewiſe 
known ; Jupiter was a Statuary, Juno a Woman skilbd 
in dlidnitery, Apollo a Myuſi clan, and Neptune 4 

110t, 

Belides theſe Spirits of dead Men, they chonplir 
there were other Spirits ever-incorporeal, that ne- 


ver had lived here upon Earth, but had their Habi- 
tations always in the Heavens: Apollo in the Sun, 


Diana in the Moon, Mars, Mercury, and others, in 


the Planets called b their Names. 


(4) The reaſon why they. worſhiped theſe Spirits 


was becauſe they thought *cwas their Office to car- 


the Prayers of Men to the Supreme celeſtial 
cities, and to bring hack thelr Anſwers and Bleſe | 


ings to Men. 


8 * 4 * 4 * 0 


4 F 0 e * 2 : 


(a) Solent mortuis conſecratis nomina immutari,' credo nequis 
putet eas homines fuiſſe; nam & Komulus poſt mortem Quirinus 


dictus eſt; & Ino poftquam ſe præcipitavit, Leucarbes. Jactam, 


de Falſa Relig. lib. I. cap. 21. © 
(b) Ab Eubemero & mortes & Sepulturæ demonftrantur Deorum. 


| Cheers, de Natura Deorum, lib. 2. cap. 8. 


Adhuc antrum Jovis viſtur, & Sepolchrum ejus oſtenditur. 
Minne: Felix. 


(c) Vide Atbanaſii Orationem contra Gentes, | 
(4) Iſti ad Deos perferunt preces hominum, & inde. ad. homi- 


nes impetrata quæ poſcunt; hinc petita llepant, inde conceſſa ap- 
portant. Auguſt. de Civ. Dei. lib. . caps is. bon. 


And this be ſays, was the Opinion of Plato and Apuleiue. Ke: FP Tov 


m ae eragd 521 Oer 76 F. owls. eds aber d i- 


vera, d dic Ter THoe £50 1 opurAie x) A Lid Ge- 

eig e arbecrus. Plato. in Convivio. Idem | Adiferas appellat 
$pnreyoras t) greg HU Oe 74 Tp dv0eoror, Y dr. 
(eo704 7h obg. ged. Ty hh Tas Senoes Y bv lag. Toy 8 


To; ages Te, H AH. Tar Ovarian, Nide Hueii Origenia- 


Phe l 2+ ap. 25. To 
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To all theſe they erected Images, which they con- 
ſecrated, and dedicated to them: and after ſuch Con- 
ſecration and Dedication, they thought every Spirit 
came, and Inhabited his own Idol. ˖ 
(.) Therefore when the Heathens were char ged 
with worſhiping Wood and Stone, and falling den 
to the Works of their own Hands; their anſwer was, 
that they did not worſhip thoſe material things, nei- 
ther did they take them to be Gods; but directed 
their worſhip to thoſe Spirits that came and dwelt 
in the Images; () and that Images were inſtead of 
T Books to the Unlearned. 

Now, among all the Heathens, none were more 
5 addicted to this wor ſhiping of dead Men, than 
the Athenians; their City was full of Idols dedicated 
to them: So that St. Paul had good rea- 


2} fon to- accuſe them of being too ee, Aſs, 7 26. 
* Fools „ this kind, | ? 
I 1 now ſhew that the Heathens were Dt 
r. By. Second kind of Superſtition, iu overburtheni 

1 5 0 with abundance 6f kale ben if not = 
 # ous Kites and Ceremonies... 
„ (e) One of their Superſtitious Rites, was uſing Tau- 
s | tolog] es, and vain Repetitions. To this 500 it is 
» fſaid n che "ave? the Apoſtles, that n of 
1. — — er n — 
| 'v We) Non: ibn timemus Si taGlacra, ſed eb af quorum imagi- 


nem aer & Sec numinjbus conſecrata, ſyot. Looping, de 
5 Or " Errors, lib. 2 1 cap b. 27 

22 dere audent, n 55 U fe, ipſa c corpora a. ed que ipſis re- 
E * preſident numitiz. Dicunt non Hoc vfibile colo, Ted fit! 


*” BM 50 quod 15 i haþjcas. Au. Concione nee 
„ Pal 13: mY 
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5 erl. f nothing bu 
red Verſes made up o ing but 
I 940 & k, k, + . if Crying to their 


e Aication of our Tian, ind his 


Diana, 


0 
& 
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r 
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8 Nn. 18.26. Baal cried to him, From morning till noon, 


== 


wk 


os. placaftis ventos, & rergine a 


Len ne Miner ah * one voice, about the ſpace 


48. -19- 34. of two hours, cried; out, great is Diana of 
the Epheſians, As the Worſhippers of 


ſaying, O Baal, hear us. And fome of 
the Greek Tragedians, repreſenting the ,manner of 


their crying to their Gods, have no leſs than a hun- 
dred Verſes: together, made up of nothing but vain 


Lace Fherefore our Saviour ſays, V/e not 
N | vain Repetition, as the Heathen. do, for 


Matt. 6.7 they think they ſhall. be heard for rheir 


—_— peaking. Fan- 
ks. and that a moſtiexecradle Superſtition of 
this kind they" wexe guilty: of, in ſhedding * Human 


1 ; * gt 4.3 1-434 NI Gli . + 7 1431.5. — FTE n A 8 — 


A e 3; 
ui lat affe a g Ad mor bis, 15 "i prot periculiſqs 


vos ntur, aut pro Fidimis hom ines immoſant, aut ſe immolatu- 
ros vovent; adminiſtriſ — ad ea ſacrificia Druidibus utuntur; quod 


hominis niſi vita hominis reddatur non poſſe alitet Deorum * 
ortalium numen n ar hitrantur, puplicèq; eju em: generis ** | 


een 


| rape fats Sacrificig. Ali immani ebenes hm 2 5 ha- 


m contexta viminibus' mem ra vivis bomiaſd us com- 

plent; quibus Succenſis, circumventi fam, „ ear homi- 
nes. Supplicia corùm qui in aliqua noxa ſuat comprehenff, gratio- 
08 0 7 r- arbitrantur, Sed quùm ejus generis 


n 24. qnocentium Supplicia defender * Fa. 


9041 ab Agathocle, re I rarely. jratum ab 1 Down 
iligentids pla Jolverent, « ducentos nobilium Filios ig 
Latint quite hujus immanſtatis expertes ſuętu 
quidem Latialis Jupiter etiam 1 e ee Und 
antius de Falſa Rehigioties lib. yr Cap. 2 21 A 5 We . 


idem ditunt rb onifiis contra Gutes, & Minds rel 


Sate 


ine qurzretid? reditus 


* 
„ 1 . . 


6159 
Blood y$dn their Altars, and in offering their Sons 
(z). and their Daughters in Sacrifice to their Demon- 
Sollte z imagining that they could not better appeaſe 
them, than by giving their Firſt- Born for 
Mich, &. 2. their tr anſgreſſion, the IF wit of their Bodies 
Jen the Sin of their Souls. .. 
Plutarch tells us, ſome wher eſo far infatuated with 
this Superſtition, that if they "hat no Children of their 
own; they wonld buy Children of the poorer Sort; 
and that the Mother ſtood by, and beheld her Child 
Sacrificed; without! being allowed to Grieve or 
Mauri; and that there "hy a great Noiſe: made 
with Muſical Inſtruments, to ee che i of the 
CO that were thus Sacrif 55 hy 
Another Barharous Piece 
chens mere guilty of Jn: ( (fl 
W = . er £551 | 


_ d uid Gam? Ta . tam immanes 1 mines, 
atricidiom- ſuum Sacfifcivpm vocarent ; cum tenerasatq; tpno- 
tes arias, quæ maximꝭ eſt ætas parentibys dulciory ſine ulis 
Au pi | ſiugdekenr. E N er 1 ihe 
POMEY * Nee vi S413 GY Heh LG 0! TS *. 
h TevnTe! Aer Taidia, xaniooer 
7 e * agtranT@ag5re f2- 
ter derte TH dar D. A vH 
bY, Evaxa. TS N 7215 V Ponduv aß r be 
hore) de . 555 let vials 42: 
Sanguine ſuo libaty.& vulneribus eat, Mint, Felix 
Ia bipenne Ty ſuos c#tlit violeara laceftos, fe opp l 
11 fpargit inept Deam. y vt «Ut 
I OY Flat tus | * veruz fac uk pes. v 


of go 6s a I. Tibullus. Lid 1. Eleg. 56. 
9 Fin 9 een is lacepantir brackie cuir, 
. „Dum farit ad Phropjos enthea tatbã modos! * 
eee i Martial Lib, 11. Epig- 95. tho, 


Sh its FER. non alieno, fl ſuo crudre gocti- 
3 Sektis namq; humeris, & utraq; manu diſtrictos \gladips 
exerentes, currunt, 'efferuntur inſaniunt. Ln. de Falſa. elle, 
Us, 1. N 21. 


them 


a — — — 2 OY 


"bir" Son. * 8 1 Ly; TIN" 2 2 


aim ? Iſaiah 37. 12, 13. lle ment 5 where i bs oe) the 
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(16) 


Pireſteſſes of Cybefe cut themſelves, and they of Bel- 


lona ran up and down with drawn Swords, cutting 
and ſlaſhing themſelves. 


I ſhall mention but one more of their Superffitiois 


Rites , that IS, their pompous Proceſſions, carry- 


ing up and down the Images of their Demon-Gads, 
in 8 a) Tabernacles and Shrines, after a Solemn mans 


ner. When ye come unto Babylon, ſays the Prophet 


Jeremiah, ye ſhall ſee Gods of: Silver, 
Barauch. 6. 4. and Gods of Gold, born npon-Shoul- 


Als. 19. 24. ders. Such were the Silver Shrines” of 
Diana, that is, little portable Temples, wherein her 
Image was, and fuch was the Tabernable of (% Mo: 


loch, that is, the Tabernacle: of a Deified King; as 
the Word implies ; and the Star of their God Remi 


phan (for either they. placed him among the Stars, 
or. Wis. Image had, UT Par Fee Men his s meg as 


— 


| Theſe Wee 8 * TOTP 1140 frm an unwar- 
rant le imitation of Moſes 8 As he inion that the, Heas 


K. 


thens bad of ter n e by offering. 


ſeems 10 have talen its riſe f rom God's 4 


uh, he: r Children io the 
ing Ab raham fa aun 6 


(5) Moloch was a bing the Ammonites, hem they Pei ed after 
bis Death. He is js 26 in the Old T eftament call'd. 


Levit. 18. 21, and 30, , in which places the. Sepruagins e i & | 


Ga that is, their Ruler, and 1 Kings, 11. 7. where they 

uc it 76 g HE: that is, tbein Kang; And I erg 

where they Tranſlate it T6 Mod pagina that 17 Moloch thezr 
ing. And that, which aur Tr __ render 5 of Mo- 

loch (Amos 5. 26) if in, the Original L 5 


en Senacherib ſays, have the 


he Fire, 2 Kings 17034, ber efore 5 Where is the King of Sepbar 
ere is ; 


Gods ofthe Nations deliver'd them? 


*4 * » „ 0 Tai 445 4 $ N Fat 72444 . 


themſelvet, till the Blood guſhed out. Thus the 


the Tabernacle of wur. Kings Such Deified Kings were Adfammelech | 
and Anammelech, tel whom: ibe Sepharvites burnt their Children in 
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(17) 


(a) Fulint Ceſar had) Figures, ſays St. Stephen, that is, 


Images, which thij) made to worſhip them. Thus much 


to ſhew that the Heathens were guilty of the ſecond 
kind of Superſtition, ia overburthening Religion with 
many inſignificant, if not impious Rites and Ceremo- 
The third kind of Superſtition, that they were guil- 
ty of, conſiſted in groundleſs obſervations of Omens, 
and of auſpicious and unlucky Days and Times; and 


in Divining by the Notes, and Flights, and Feeding 
of Birds. 5 n MEAS 


Io this end they had their Augurs, and Aruſpices, 


and Soth ſayers ; whoſe Buſineſs *twas, from ſuch ca- 
ſual Accidents, to foreſhew what would come to paſs. 
- -If they met with any Crows 1n their way, or if- it 
Thunder'd, thcy obſerved whether theſe things came 


from the right-hand, or from the left, and accordingly 


mage their Prognoſticks; tho' in theſe things the 
SoWFh-ſayers did not agree; for with the () Romans the 
Left-hand was auſpicious and fortunate, with the Gre- 
cians and other Nations, the Right, . 


rn 


() In Deorum numerum relatus eft [ Julius Cæſas ] ſiquidem 
ludis, quos conſecratos. ei hzres Auguſtus edebat, Stella crinita 
per ſeptem dies continuos fulſit'; creditumq; eſt animam eſſe Cæ- 
ſaris in cœlum recepti; & hac de cauſa ſimulacro ejus in vertice 


additur Stella. Suetonius, in Vita Fulij Cæſaris. Capite penultimo. 


"IR 


8 micat inter Inter omnes 2 
Julium Sydus, velunt inter ignes wag eee 
Luna munoris. Hor. Lib. 1. Ode 12. 


Volatibus avium, contibuſq; ut certiſſimis Signis, declarari res 
futuras putant. Cic. de Divin. Lib. 1. cap. 1. e 
Vide V2ler Max. Lib. 1. Cap. 4. de Auſpiciis. 4 | 
Noſtris ſiniftra videntur, Graiis & Barbaris dextra meliora. Quid 
quad aliis avibus utuntur, aliis Signis; aliter obſervant, aliter re- 
ſpondent. Circ. de Divin. Lib. d. cop, 39. | 


(8). 


(a) Some were ſo Superſtirious, that when they had 
travelled ſeveral Days on their Journey, they would 


return. home again, upon ſeeing an al pietes flight 


f Birds; aud ſome, that they might not be deterr'd 
fam what they went about, by the fi ght of an ill Omen, 
travell'd in cloſe Carriages. 


Before Marriage, they went into the 1 Temple, wad 


ſtood there, expecting an Omen, whether fortunate 


or no. They conſulted the interpreters of Dreams, 


and were much addicted to the ſtudy of Magick, and 
to the Calculation of (b) Nativities. 


One would think Athens, by the 1 1 


and by the improvement of Natural Reaſon, Wan 
Mags | been free from ſuch Saher UNO; 


* : y 
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(a) Deiorarus Rex ex itinere propoſito revertit, zguilg admoni- 


tus volatu; & perſzpe reverfit ex itinere, cùm jam progreſſus el- 


{et multorum dierum wiam. Nihil fere majoris rei, niſi (pi- 
cato, ne privatim quidem. gerebatur; quod etiam nunc a- 
rum auſpices declarant, Cic, de Divin, Libs, I. cap. 15 & 3 
Nuptiis auſpices intdrpantntur. Pueſla, more Priſco, note con- 
cubia, nuptialia petit«jg-ſaceNo quodam. Ejus rei gratia aliquan 
diu perſe lit, donec aliqua vex propoſito congruens audita eſſet. 
Vater. 2 Lib. 2. Cap» 1. K lib. 156i. 5. & Cires de Divin. liv. 
1 2 460 f 
Principio Aae Net, dame per aras 
Exquirunt, mactant letctas de more bidentes, 
Jaca ante omnes, C nde jugalia curæ. 5 
Virge Zn. Lib. 400 vets 


hs” * 


Exercitui e caſtris exeunti Echiopem obvium factum mematants « 


quem ut iniquum omen avexſati, interemere milites. Appian, de 
Cixilibus Romanor um bellis, lib. 3, N 

Quot moaſtra evene rat mihi? 

Introiit in ædes ater alienus canis, 


Gallina cecinit, interdixit ariolus, e e wn 

Aruſpex vetuit, ante brumam aliquid nov i | 

8 incip ere. Terent. Phorm: Act. ces. 
Virg, Eu. 4. . Vates qui ſydera ſentis, 


Ei vojucrum 8 & præpetis omina pennæ. 


(6b) Ortus e ipſi dicunt, Luna moderatur ; ©a9z aui 


madvertunt & notant ſydera natalitia Chaldæi quæcunq; Lunæ 
Jundla vide antur, See de Pivinatione, Lib. 2. 
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But, on the contrary, among all the Heathens, none 
were more Superſtitious in this kind than the At heni- 
ans For before they entred upon any publick (a) 
Councils, they advifed with' their Diviners, and con- 
ſolted the Oracle of Apo. (b) Nicias, an Athenian 
General, -was ſo Superſtitions, that being aſſaulted by 
his Enemies while the Moon was in an Eclipſe, he 
looked upon this to be ſuch an unlucky Omen, that 
he would not ſtir out of his place to give them Battle, 
but ſuffered his whole Army, conſiſting of Forty, thou- 
1andi;Men, ro be either kill d or taken Priſonevg*, 80 
that St. Pæul had good reaſon to. tell the Athehians, 
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| (42) Atbenienſes omnibus ſemper 'pulyicis concilits diyinos quoſ- 

Y dam Sacerdotes, quos\u4yres vocant, adhibuerunt 1 ad Apolſinem 
ebe reh amper retplagyaty f. 40 Piri. 36. % 
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That the Jews: of Old were liable to the ſame Ac- 
cauſation, as being addicted to all kinds of Super- 
117 {8 1 . 7, Ga (EE 5 ; | 7 4 
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IX Hen the Religion of Mankind was generally 
VV © perverted to Superſtition, God out of all the 
3 Earth choſe for himſelf a peculiar People, whom he 
ninſtructed to worſhip* him only; and preſcribed the 
: particular Modes and Ceremonies that they ſhould uſe 
in worſttppmg him: But, by contracting Marriages, 
1 and by familiar converſation with Heathens, they 
Aufekly corrupted the true worſhip of God, and fell 
bY into Heatheni Superſtitions. They were mingled 
Pal. 106. with the Hat hen, and learned their works, 
235,¼36. % and ſex ved their Idols, ſays Dat id. 
Not that this defeckion was eicher Univerſal, or 
| *withobt fome intermediate Reformations: Not Ual- 
'* 'verſal, .o as to include the whole Nation; for in the 
Fi + worlt of Times, God had a Peſerys of 
RY: + ſome Thouſands that had nor bowed the 
I 1 Kings, 19. hnee to Baal. 
; Rom. II. 4. Nor was this corruption of Religion 
without ſome intermediate Reformati- 
ons. For God ſometimes raiſed up righteous Kings, 
1 and holy Men, that were zealous for the reſtoration 
Us of the true Religion, and purged it from all the Su- 
perſtitions that had crept in. But the Jewiſh People 
| By often relapſed, and fell again into Superſtition ; they 
ſoon forgat God their Saviour, and worſhiped the Spi- 
5 rits of dead Men, as appears from theſe 
1 Plal 106 21. words of David, They jeyn'd themſelves 
| ſl 28, unto Baal Peor, end ate the offerings of 
1 the dead, For Baal Pgor was the ood 
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of the Moabit es, Deified after his death 3 of whoſe. 
(a) Sacrifices the Jewiſh People did cat, 0 
ſays Moſes, and bowed down to their Num. 25. 2,3, 
n e e ee r ene 
To theſe Demon- Gods they erected Images, which 
they called Baalim, from (b) Bel or Baal, the ſirſt 
Aſſyrian King; whom, after his death, his Son Ninus 
Deified ; and in Honour of whom, Semiramis, the 
Wife of Ninus, built in Babylon a moſt coſtly and mag- 
nificent- Temple, wherein his Image was placed. 
Baal and Moloch, are ſuppoſed to be the ſame Heas 
then- God, for the Prophet Jeremiah ſays, 
They built the high places of Baal, to cauſe * Fer. 32.3. 
their Sons aud their Daughters to paſs ß; 
through the Fire to Moloch. Where Moloch, in the end 


ä 


— 
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(a) Comedebant Sacrificia mortuorum, vel comedebant immo- 
lata mortuis Djis (Ya 106 28) i. e. Heroibus mortuis, quos 
Deos fecerant, /ay the Citicks. . * 
bey communicated in the Sacrifices offered to the Moabitiſh Gods, 
wbo were but dead Men: For their Baalim were ſom? dead Heroes, 
whom they Deified, and offered Sacrifice to. That Baal-Peor was the 
Moabitiſh 1d9/-God,: there can be no queſtion, ſays Dr. Hammond, up- 
on Pſalm 106. 28 1 . 
() Virgil mentions Belus 4s 4 Tyrian Cod. 
- Tmplevitqg mero pateram, quam Belus & omnes. 
A Belo ſoliti. — Virg, Enid 1 V. 724. „ 
Upon which place Serv ius ſays, Lingua Punica Bal dicitur, apud 
AſDrios vero Bel. 1 = „ 
Dionyſius Afer ſpeaks of the Temple that Semiramis made for Belus, 
, -n b¹tꝛe Eoaro Bin © 
Kev 7 1d" N Aανννι % d2Yoewdgatioacd. V. 108. 
Jo theſe Deified Heroes St. Paul is ſuppoſed to refer, 1 Cor 8. 5. 
where be ſays, Tho' there be that are called Gods, whether in Hea- 
yen, or in Earth, as there be Gods many, and Lords many, te us 
there is but one Lord. Theſe Gods and Lords Dr. Hammond ex- 
pounds to be either thoſe comprehended under tbe Hoſt of Heaven, ſuch 
as. the Sun and Stars of Heaven: or elſe tbe Jewiſh Baalim, that is, 
= Men Deified, And the Criticks expound the place tbus; Tn clo, ut 
Y Sol, Luna, Aſtra; & Terra, ut Heroici homines, Jupiter, Mars, 
dale, & C9, ut Kola ſepe vocantur 


* ” 


( 22) 

of the ver ey is put to explain Baal in the bepinuing 
of it. And as Moloch is derived from a word that ſig- 
nifies a King, ſo Baalim fignifies Lords and Maſters; 
Men that had had the Dominion over them; in rela- 
tion to whom the Prophet Jſaiab ſays, 

Ila. 26. 13, O Lord our God, other Lords beſides thee 
14. have had the Hematite over us, chey are 

dead, they ſhall not live. 

Beſides theſe: Baalim, the Jews worſhiped Ander 
ſort of Spirits, whom they ſuppbſcd to inhabit, the 


Sun, Moon, and Stars, and called them the. Holt of 


Heaven. Manafſch worſhiped both ſorts z 

2 Chr. 33.3 · he reared up Altars for Baalim, and wor- 
all the Hoſt of Heaven. And in 

Heſned's wicked's Reign, the. Children of 1/rael ſet up 
Images, and burnt Incenſe in all the high 

2 Kings, 17, places, as did the Heathen : they wor ſhip- 


10, 1, 16. of off the hoſt of Heaven, rnd ſerved Baal, 


2 Kings,23.5- And 'tis ſaid of Joſs Jah, that he pur down 
the Idolatrous Prieſts, that burnt. bicenſe unto Baal, to 


15e Sun, and to the: Moon, and to the 


Plone, and to all the Hoſt of Heaven. 0 
The Spirit that was ſuppoſed to inhabit the Moon, 


they called Aſheroth, and the Queen of Heaven. Con- 


cerning whoſe worſhip, the Prophet Jeremiah com- 
Plains, ſay ing, The Children gather wood, 


her. x 8. and the "Fathers kindle the fire, and the 


women , kneed the dongh, to make, cakes 

to the, Queen of Heaven, To which the 
. Jews auſwered, Ve will burn Jncenſe to 
tie Gren of Heaven, and pour out drink- 
offerings | ro her, as te have done, we and our Fathers, © 
(a4) The Wee, in orde to reclaim the Fews 
from this Superſtition, gives this following account 
of its und "= A 1 4; fays he,  affufted with un 


— — — Amr — . — ä — — — 
(a) If hs Book wy 15 25 was writ " Phito the Jew; yer til it 
proves the ſame thing , . 


timely 
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untimely mourning, when he had made an | 
Image of bis child ſoon taken away; ho- Wiſd. 14. 15, 


nourd him as a God, who was then a dead 16, 29. 
man, and delivered to thoſe that were un- 
der him Ceremonies atd acriſices. Thus in time, ſays © 
he, an ungodly Cuſtom was kept as a Law, and graven 
Images were worſhiped by the Commandment of Princes; 
and ſo the multitude took him for a God, who a little be- 
ore was honoured but as à man. T. 
This may ſuffice to ſhew, that the Jews were guil- 
ty of Superſtition in the molt proper Senſe, that is, 
in worſhiping dead Men.“ n 
l proceed now to ſhew, that they were guilty of 
the ſecond kind of Superſtition, in overburthening 


Religfon with abundance of inſignificant, if not im- 
pious Rites and Ceremonies. a 


And Fr#, They practiſed that barbarous Super- 
ſtition, of ſacrificing their Sons and their Daughters to 


their Idol God. They Sacrificed their 8 
Sons and their Daughters unto Devils, ſays Pſalm 106. 


David, and ſhed innocent blood, even the 37» 38. 
blood of their Sons, and of their Daughters, © 


whom they Sacrificed unto the Idols of Canaan. And 


the Prophet Feremiab ſays, They bave 1 
built the high places of Tophet, which are Jer. 7. 31. 


in the valley of the Son of Hinnom, to 4 
burn their Sons and their Daughters in the fire, And 
again, Te have filled this place with the © 


Blood of Tnocents, and have built the high 19" 3. 
places of Baal, ro burn your Sons with fire | ö 
for burnt-offerings unto Baal. And again he ſays, They 
have built the high-places of Baal, wich 

are in the (a) Valley of the Son of Hinnom, 32% 35. 


to cauſe their Sons and their Daughters to 
Paſs thraugb the fire unto Molech. 


(a) $2 (Ge) ſignifies a Valley, and the fire of Gehenns [ Heath, 


' - 


99 


5. 21.) which is put to ſignify the Torments of Hell, is ſuppoſed 


to de derived from this Valley of Hinnom, where the Children 
vere miſerably tormented. 1 


N While 


— — _ — 


| (24) 


While the Children were thus ſcorched to death, 


Inſtruments of loud Muſick were played upon. There- 


fore the place where they were burnt was called 
(a) Tophet, from the Timbrels that were made uſe of 
to drown the noiſe of their Crics. BITS 

Another bloody Superſtition they learned of the 
Heathens, to cut and launce themſclves. So the Prieſts 
8 of Baal cut and launced themſelves, after 
Kings 18.28. after their manner, with Knives and Lan- 


cers, till the blood guſhed out upon them. This is ano- 
ther argument that the Objects of their Worſhip were 


but dead Men; for 'twas a Funeral Ceremony to cut 
e themſelves, as appears from theſe follow 


ing places of Scripture, They ſhall not ve 
buried, ſays the Prophet Jeremiah, neither ſhall men la- 


men: or them, vor cut themſelves ; neither ſhall men tear 


themſelves for them in mournivg. 


Lev. 21. 1, 6. 
19. 28. hall none be defiled for the dead among the 
people, neither ſhall they make any cuttings 

Deut. 14. 1. in their fleſh, And again, Te ſhall not cut 

yen Jelmes [0r the l. 

And *tis obſervable, that the original Word, 

av 

them that have been lamented, as being dead. For the 

| Prieſts uſed great Lameurtations in their 

Baruch. 6. Idol- Worſhip, They fit in their Temples, 

2 having their clot ges rent; they rear and 
cry before their Gods, as men do when one is dead, 

Many other Superſtitions the Jews were guilty of, 
They placed the main of their Religion more in the 

(4) AN [Tepb) Sigrifles a Timbrel. Mr 
(b) In Greek and Fc brew it is, Ie [vail not, make avy cuttings mn 


your fleſh for Soul. Hi gi, & WDIP . This may refer 


$0 the tragick Ceremony of curting themielves ja honorem ant- 
ma defunaz, ſay the Criticłs ] as the Priefts uſed ro do, when they 
dacrificed to the Deified- Souls of en. And we may take notice, 
that the prohibition is given to rhe Prieſtss. Ry 85 
(e) Ty molar à Tols fs Te gübn, oe imt Teena Intooty 


2 hd w; Otel Athrpageras in his Apologye 
8 obſci Va- 


C 


(.) And God ſays to Moſes, Speak un- 
to the Pricjts, and jay mito them, there 


which is tranſlated Idols, properly ſignifies 
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obſer vation of Human Inſtitutions, than in —_— 
the Commandments of God; looking up- 


on it as a mortal Sin, to negled waſhing Mark 7. {Ne 


their hands, before they fat down to ent, 
and after they came /rom Harker, but taking no care 
to cleanſe their Hearts. They wrote pieces of Moſes 8 


Law upon ſcrow!ls of Parchment, which 


they called PHacteries, and bound them Matt. 23. 5. 


about their Wriſts, and wore them broad and large, 
for frontlets upon their Foreheads, imagining that 


the outward wearing of the Law, Hear 0 Ijracl, would 
arone for their neglect of its Precepts 


One Superſtition of this kind our Saviour taxes 


them with, that is, their being over ſcrupulous about 


Ceremonies, and at the ſame time neglecting the moſt 


important Duties. They were very ſtrict in Paying | 


tithe of Mint, Anice, and Cummin, but 


omitted the weightier matters of Jae. Matt. 23. 23. 


ment, Mercy, and Faith. 5 
such ceremonious obſervers they were of their 


(a) Sabbath, that they would not do any thing to ſave 
their own Lives upon that day: Which Superſtition, 
as Plutarch obſerves, was fatal to them : For when 


their Enemies ſcaled their Walls, they choſe rather to 


fall into their hands, than to ſave themſelves and their 


City, by making reſiſtance upon the Sabbath Day. 
I come now to ſhew, that the Jews were guilty of 


the third kind of Superſtition, which conſiſts chiefly 


in the obſervatien of fortunate or unlucky Days ang 

Times, and in uſing unlawfol Arts of Divination. 
This God complains of by the Prophet r 

Hoſea, ſaying, My people ask counſel of their Hol. 4. 12. 


Stocks, and their Staff declareth unto K 1 
They 45k counſel of their Stocks, that is, by conſulting 


their Images made of Wood; and their St: aff declareth 


unt o abe, that 15, ey: enquire into Futurities, 2 


n 
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2 Kings, 21.6. 


Eccluſ. 24.5.7. 


ral ſorts of Diana forbidden, | Uttle 
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kind of Divination borrow'd from the Heathens, cal- 


led PaBouarria. 

There were likewiſe Sooth- -ſayers and Charmers, 
and Aſtrologers, and Interpreters of Dreams among 
them. (a) The Sovoth-ſayers perſwaded them, that if a 


morſel of Bread fell out of their Mouths, or a Staff ont 
of their Hands, or if a goat paſſed by them on their 


Right-hand, theſe things were ill Omens, and they 
ought to give over their Deſigus for that Day. 


The Charmers muttered ſome unknown Words in 
a a ſtrange Language, or read a Verſe in the Bible, in 
order to cure a Wound, or a Diſeaſe; or, by ſaying 


a verſe backwards, nndertook to to invert the ordi- 
gert courſe of Nature. 
To reclaim the Jews from theſe Superſtitions, God 


Deut. 18. 10. ſays to them by by Moſes, There ſhall 


Levit. 19.26. „t be found among you one that uſeth Di- 
Vination, Or an an obſerver of Times, or an an Inchan- 
ter, or à Charmer, And again, ye ſhall not uſe Inchant- 
ments nor obſerve Times, And by the Prophet 1/aiah, 
he ſays, The L) ſtrologers and the Star- 
azers, and the Monthly Prognoſticators, 
ſhall be as ſtubble, the fire ſhall burn them. And one 


great Reaſon why God remoyed Manaſſeh out of his 


ſight was, becauſe he «b/erved Times, and 
. uſed Inchantments, and dealt with Mix- 


* Chr. 33. 6. cards. 


And as to Dreams, the Wiſe man dis. 


ſwades the Fews from laying any ſtreſs upon them; 
For in the multitude of Dreams, ſays he, 


Ecclel 5. 7. yhere are divers Vanities. 


And the Author of Eccleſt raft icus ſays, Divinations 


and Sooth-ſayines, and Dreams are vain ; 


5 (4) | See Godiviz's Hebrew antiquities, Lib. 4: ca. 10. of feve- 


Jax 1 


for Dreams have deceived many, and vey 
hade fail d that put their truſt in them, 

*Twould be endleſs to ſpeak of all the:Superſtitions 
of the Jemiſu Cabbeliſts, who drew Interences from 
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little Obſervations about Letters, and from a myſtical 


kind of Arithmetick ; as that the World ſhall laſt but 
6000 Years from the Creation : becauſe the Letter &, 
which the Jews us'd to fi ignify a Thouſand, is found 
ſix times in the firſt Verſe of Geneſis, that is, from the 


beginning of the Creation, to the Earth's being with- 


out form and void. 
W hat I have aready ſaid is falkcientito ſhew, that 


= the Jews were LCN to all kinds of NESS 


FT YS 


has —_— uh 1 —— 
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CHAP. Iv. 


'8 * hat the C harch of Rome 15 e 22 of : 


e 


Q U R Saviour's coming into the World put an end 
to all the Ceremonies of the Jewiſh Religion. For 


there was no need of the ſhadow, wheu the Subſtance 


was come. He therefore inſtituted new Ceremouies, 
which looked backwards, to a Redeemer that had al- 
ready Suffered; as the Jewiſh Ceremonies looked for- 


wards to his future Suffer ings. 


And the Religion that he inſtituted was, for ſome 
Ages after the deceaſe of him and bis Apoſtles, pre- 
ſerved in its Purity by the Church of Rome. 

But living intermix'd with Heathens, by degrees 
they thingled Religions with them too; and blending 
their way of Worſhip with many Pagan Superſtitions, 
they came at laſt to ſuch a medley of Chriſtianity and 
Paganiſm, that *tis no eaſy matter to tell which part 
of the mixture 1s predominant. For they give ado- 


ration not only to Spirits ever incorporeal, ſuch as 


Angels, but likewiſe to the Spirits of dead Men, that 
Us to their Saints; to whom likewiſe they erect Images 


(0 Conſilium Nidentinun aſſerit Imagines honorandus elle, 


modo honorentur propter eos quos nobis fepræſentant. 


Licet Imaginibus honorem & cultum exbibere, cum honos qui 
Us exbibitur referatu ad Prototy pa. 4 
An Z 
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And being preſſed with the Abſurdity of falling 
down to ſuch lifeleſs Repreſentations of Men; they 


give the ſame Anſwer that the Pagan Idolators did, 
that their Worſhip is not terminated in the Image, 


but in that inviſible Spirit that is repreſented” by the 


Image;and that Images are the Books of the unlearned. 


And they have the ſame Notion of their departed 
Saints, that the Heathens had of their Heroes, that 
by their Merits they have obtained Heaven; and that 


they are Mediators between Mankind and the Su- 


preme Celeſt ial Powers. 3 
And as the Heathens Worſhiped the Queen of 


Heaven, fo do they of the Church of Rome; for by 
that Name they call the Bleſſed Virgin. The PantFe- 


on of old Rome, dedicated to all Gods, is therefore 
fitly made the Temple of all Saints. This may ſuffice 


to ſhew, that the Church of Rome is guilty of the firſt 

kind of Superſtition, which conſiſts in. Worſhiping 
the Dad; I e eee na yg, Ws 

1 ſhall now ſhew that they of that Communion are 


guilty of the ſecond kind of Superſtition, in overbur- 


thening Religion with abundance of igligaificant, * 


not impious Rites and Ceremonis 
The firſt Inſtance that I ſhall give of this is, their 


uſing a multitude of Repetitions, reiterating over and 
cover their Ave-maries and Pater-noſters ;, imagining 


that they ſhall be accepted for ſpeaking a certain 
Number of them, and counting them over upon their 
Beads, that they may not miſtake in the Tals, 


— 17 


(a) Another imitation of Heatheniſh Superſtition, 


is their Whipping and Cutting themſelves, till the 
Blood guſhes out, as the Idolatrous Pricſts of old did. 


Ignatius Loyola is Famous for thus Cutting himſelf, 
ſometimes with a Rod of Iron, ſometimes with a ſharp 
Flint Stone. VVV 
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(A) Mixaiezs wat drenydnes div iaviTis Athena 
goras in his Apology. Num. 30. OT Oy OTE 
0) lite, etiam Saxo corpus laniavit acyto. Ovid. Faftor: Lib. 4. 
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(4) Their pompous Proceſſions, in honour of de- 
parted Saints, and carrying about with them their 
Agnus Deis, and other Objedts of Religious Worſhip, 
in Tabernacles, is another Renovation of the old 
Pagan Superſtition. 
Their Nuns are but a revival of Veſtal Virgins, and 
(b) Purgatory a Doctrine taken from the Creed of 
Heathens; from whom likewiſe: they had their (c) 


Prayers in an unknown Tongue. 


1T'might add their Pilgrimages to | the Shrines of 
Saints, "as. the Athenians annually: went to viſit the 


Temple of Apollo at Delos, and their Celebacy of 


Prieſts, in the. room of Heitheniſh Caſtrations ; and 
Their: rae 's Fave REN ene e. N the perperual An 
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dum, 1 ita reponat, ut per yitrum, eu chry tal! um, quo ipſum ta- 
bernaculum circumſeptum eſſe debet, exterius aQorantibus' appa- 
reat. Lide Rituale Romanum. de Proceſſionibhus. 


(h) Ergo exercenter penis, veterunqʒ <«abtorum* | 
> Sha expendunt | manes ] exuritur igniz, | 7 
a rrrgl 1 Vins, Nr. N int 
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into the Pagan Tem ple Sπτ men. Hiſt. Eccleſiaſt. Lib. 6. Cup. 5. 8 


Sacerdos aſpergat nene aqua benedicta. vide Rituale 
Romanum. 15 e 10 71 £ =A 
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9 o Azyoutvas. That is, they think their Prayers are more ne- 
Faleat, When offer dig a ftrange Tongue. Clemens Aber andiin. 


Sctom 1j. page 399% Fdir. Paris. 5 marx 
4 ) Linpades coram Tabernaculo Plures, vel Caltem una, de 
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Holy Water, (4) their Extreme Unction, and (e) 


(a) op. Go Pata in l. Tahermacullm, i in Proceſſione deferen- 
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of Veſta; and their Fabulous Legends, in imitation 
of thoſe Rowantick Stories that the Pagans; told: o 
their Demi-Gods; and their marching with lighted 
Candles at Noon-Day, as the Romans did N 

of Flora (a). 

And as Heathens pretended Videos and; Reve- 
lations, and Miracles, to give Credit to their Religi- 
ous Rites; ſo the ſame (6) Artifices have been ufed 
by the Church of Rome, to gain a Reputation to their 
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i; Superſtitions Ceremanies.. x 
| I might further Parallel them with the moſt Savige : 
5 Heathens, for their barbarous Superſtition, in ,think= © 


ing to pleaſe God, by Murder ing infinite Numbers of 
Men, as they did in the Pariſian and 1r5ſh Maſſacrees 
and by committing, as Burnt Offerings to che Flames 
thoſe that differ in Religion from them ; which 18 
but acting over again that Inhuman Cruelty, Which 
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14 00 Cum Candeſahris & candelis accenſis bedr dern. per or- 
| dinem. ibid. de Preceſſionibus. Gy 


Clerici p:zcedanty, nu capite, acbenſos gprepy, — 3 Ibid. 
Lumina ſant noftros viſa decere dies. Ovid. nag 685 
5. de Flora, ritimnemuj,j,ñij Q 0007 == 
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(HY) 
One Superſtition more they are guilty of, in the 
Adminiſtration of the Euchariſt. Inſtead of Bread, 


they give to every Communicant a Conlecrated Wa⸗ 
fer, with the Image of Chriſt impreſſed upon it. This 


Superſtition the Reformeys of our Church ſeem to 


(4) take notice of, and ſay, To take away all occa- 
* ſion of Super ſtition, it ſhall ſuftice, that the Bread 


Z © heſuch as is vfually eaten.“ 


*T would be cndich to mention all their superſtiti · 


ons, ſuch as their Prayers and Maſſes for the Dead; 


their tedious Pilgrimages to the Shrines and cepul- 
chres of Saints; their Croſſings and Sprinklings ; their 
(b) Burying Laymen in the Habit of Monks, ta keep 


them from the Power of the Devil; their Exorciſms 


of Salt and Water; their Veneration of Bones, and 
other Reliques of Saints, and uſing them as Spels to 
drive away Diſeaſes; their (c) whipping the Graves 
of them that die under the Sentence of Excommunica- 
tion, in order to reſtore them to the Communion! of 
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8 th hs end off our ; Communion Service. Ws 
b) Sunt-qui deſperant ſe poſſe a morbo eee oifi veſt 
antur cultu Dominicano; imo qui ne ſepeliri quidem velint, nift i —— 
veſte Franciſcana. Eraſmus, in Fr anciſe anis R D 
minus prædixit Patriarchæ Seraphico i, e. Erancilco | quod quo- 
taunis, in die illi feſto, omnes qui Sacro- Sanctum illum ge 378 | 
bitum ab igni Purgacotjo, tiberarentur. idem. in Exeq = 
Juravit illi Dominus neminem male marjturum 12 aa 
7 8pbitq\mareretur, -Jbid. 19 T6601 
Cum Antuerpiæ agerom, matrona quadac agents i 
Franciſcanus alterum brachium Jy us jnleruit uz veffi, ut " 0 ler 
ab inferorum porti id. Veſtis tutam reddit animam defy 
adeo — A ch ilkius ordinis venire in Purgagor u 
53 161 
Corpus non exhumabitur, ſed verberabitur 8 
Dana. Sepulchrum verberat Sacerdos;] dicet, autoritate mihi 
comceſſa, ego te abſolyo a. vinculo Excommunicationis, & xeſtitun 
te cammunioni fidelium Vide. Rituale Romanum, in Sacramento 


de Ritu abſolveadi Excommynicatum jam ere 
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5 Saints 


* 
Saints; and their ( 0 Baptizing Infants before they 
are brought into the World. I have ſaid enough to 
ſhew, that the Church of Rome is notorouſſy guilty of 
Superſtition. 


* H A p. V. 8 
That the Church of En gland cannot be 22 A 
ed with any kind of Superſtition, 


HEN Chri ſtian Religion was overrun with Hea- 

VY Y. theniſh. Superſtition , God raiſed up Religious 
— and Men of eminent Piety and Learning; 
and put it into their Hearts to reform theſe Abuſes, 
and to root out thoſe Tares, that the Deceiver of 
Mankind in a Night of Ignorance had ſown. Ac- 
cordingly the Reformers of our Church aboliſhed the 
Worſniping of Saints and Images, and Prayers to the 
Bleſſed Virgin, and Adoration of the Euchariſt. They 
left off Prayers in an unknown Tongue, and Ave- 
Aaries, and vain, Repetitions ; and laid aſide the uſe 
ol Conſecrated Beads. They took off the 
Inn. 4. 1 23. Prohibition of Marriages, which is reck- 

on'd among the Doctrines of Devils. 
They put an end to Maſſes for the Dead, and to the 
Pompous Proceſſions, that had been undertaken in 
Honour of departed Saints; and rejected all Pilgri- 
mages made to Nneir Shrines. The Ar no occaſi- 
on for lighting Conſecrated Candſes at Noon-Day; 
1 threw out all Fabulous L. ay 6 foros * 
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(a) nee: watris s 6 rnfans caput emiſerit, e in capite3 F 
nec poſtea, fi vivus evaſerit, crit iterum baptizandus. At f 


membrum emiſerit, quod vitalem indicet motüm, in illo, ſi peri- 


aum impendeat, * Rituale Komanun, de Baptizandis 
parvulis. 
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the uſe of Exorciſms. They Uiſcarded the DoArines 
of Indulgences and Purgatory, and inſtead of Altars 
in the Eaſt End of Churches, they placed Communion - 
Tables. In ſhort, whatſoever had been abuſed to 
2 Superſtition they removed, and reſtor'd Chriſtian Re- 
ligion to its Primitive Purity. As Refiners, they ex- 
Z tracted the pure Gold from the baſer Metals and 
Z Droſs, that were before incorporated with it. So 
that the Church of England cannot be juſtly charged 
with any kind of Superſtition. Not in the firſt and 
. © molt proper Senſe, becauſe our Church utterly diſ- 
= claims the Worſhiping of Saints and Dead Men: 
— | Nor in the Second kind, becauſe our Religion 15 not 
is burden'd with many inſignificant Rites, much leſs 
„ with impious Ceremonies. Not with many Rites, for 
„the Ceremonies that we ſe are few; not Inſignificant, 
7 © becauſe they are Uſeful and Inſtructive; not Impious, 
2 becauſe they are Things in their own nature indiffe- 
Beſides we place no Religion in them, for our 
= Church declares them to be from time to time altera- 
ble, as it ſhall ſeem expedient to thoſe that are in Aut ho- 
= rity. So that they can never amount to Superſtition ;_ 
| becauſe Superitirion, as the Original Word implies, 
© is always joined with Fear. If we were afraid that, 
upon the Alteration of any indifferent Ceremonies, 
3 God would be diſpleasd with us, then indeed we 
 F ſhould be Superſtitions, But ſince without ſome Ce- 
remonies tis impoſſible to keep any Order or Diſci- 
pline in the Church, and thoſe that are in uſe among 
us are appointed merely for outward Decency and 
Conformity, without placing any Holineſs in them, 
ss they of the Church of Rome do; there can be no 
SPlperiatiagio .. 
be Superſtitions that the Church of England is 
axed wich are chiefly Six; The Croſs in Baptiſm, 
4 he Surplice, The Ring ia the Office of Matrimony, 
eeling at the Euchariſt, n at the Name of 


Feſus 
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Jeſus and the Obſervation of Feſtivals dedicated to 
Saints. 

1. As to the * Croſs in Baptiſm, the Primitive 
Chriſtians having been upbraided for Worſhipping a 
Crucified Saviour; to ſhew how little they were as 


| ſhamed of this, when they went out to Fight with 


their Enemies, put the Croſs into their Banners, and 
when they were lifted under Chriſt's Banner by Bap- 


tiſm, when they undertook to Fight againſt their Spi- 


ritual Enemies, they were Signed with the Croſs. I 
wiſh ſome that are offended at our Conformity with 
this Primitive Ceremony, may not be found among 


N that are Enemies of the Crofs of Chriſt, Phil. 


3. 18. 
2. As to our oh ing the Surplice, God eie 


the Aaronical Prieſts, when they came into the Holy 


Place, to miniſter before him, to put on the Linen 

Clothes, the Coat, the Ephod, and other 
Exbd. 28. 2. Linea Veſlments, particularly menti- 
Levit. 16. 4. on'd by Moſes. And Samuel miniftred © 


1 Sam. 2.18. 


before the Lord with 4 linen Ephod. And 4 
at the Conſecration of Solomoms Tem- 4 
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2 > chron. 5. 12, | ple, while the Levites, that were ſt mngers, 4 


33, 14. arayd in white linen, 


ſtood at the ea 


* r 


—_—O_ 


Baprijm. 


end of 4 he altar, * praiſe 4 f be Lor 4 4 
with inftrumens of Ae; a, this was i CO a i 


* See the REY Canon 4 our Church concerning the oe of the Croſs i s n 1 


Ozias Rex Leprz. varietate in fronte maculatus eft, ea parte 


corporis notatus, ubi ſignantur qui Dominum promerentur. * 


prian. de Unitate Eccleſiæ. 


Qui in Eccleſia Baptizantur præpoſitis Eccleſiæ offeruntur, ut per! 


quantur, & ſignaculo Dominico conſummentur. Idem. Epiſt. 73. 
Et ad Demetr ianum Scr ibens, dicit, Quod autem ſit hoc — 


& qua in parte corporis notatum, manifeſtat Deus, Dicens, notz | 


bis Signum Super frontes virorum. Vide de hac re Ladantium. | 
b * vera e Lib. 4. Cap. 20 % 27. 


4s — 8 - Service Þ 


Orationem, & manus im poſitionem, Spiritum Sanctum conſe- | I 


FT 
Service, that the Glory of the Lord appeared, and filled 
the houſe of God. And St. John had a Viſion of the 
Church, arayd in ſine Linen, clean and white, aud 
ſaying, with the woice of a great multitude, 
2 lelujab: And this fine Linnen, ſays he, dee. 19. 6, 
is the Right eouſneſ of the Saints, 
Miniſters are in Scripture call'd Angels, as being 
God's Meſſengers, and as having ſome 
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Offices common with Angels. So the. Rei 20. 
Angels of the Seven Churches, in the 23 „ „11 
18. and 3. 1, 


Revelations, were the Seven Miniſters 7, 14. 
of thoſe Churches. Since therefore Au- 
gels, in the Performance of their Office, have choſen 
to appear in White Robes, as the An- 
gel in Chriſt's Sepulchre was clothed Mark 16, . 
with a long White Garment; and the 
Seven Angels that St. John ſaw, coming FKevel. 15. 6. 
out of the Temple, were clothed in pure 
and white Linen: Why may not Miniſters, who. 
2 reſemble them in their Office, reſemble them in their 
Habit too? | 

4 If therefore it be required of us, when we come to 
miniſter before the Lord in his Sanctuary, to put on a 
Linen Garment, and to be aray'd in White, in 
Conformity | to what God requir'd of the Aaronical 
2 Prieſts, and in token of that unſpotted Righteouſneſs, 
-—. 7. which becomes thoſe that attend upon God's Service, 
there can be no Superſtition in this, 
3. As to the Ring in Marriage, this our Church 
declares to be given for no other end, but only for a 
Token of the Covenant made in Marriage, and as a 


Pledge of mutual Love, from the Man in giving, and 
z conſe- from the Woman in receiving it. 
pift. 73 In the Church of * Rome indeed they bleſs the 
* Ring with a great deal of Ceremony and Formality z 
Zautium p ——— IE By 3 


* * Vide Rituale Romanum in Ritu celebrandi Matrimonium. 
wel | 1 they 
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they ſprinkle | it with Holy-Water, they Croſs it, and. 
Pray over it, that ſhe that wears it may always live 


with her Husband in Conjugal Love. And this Bene- 
diction ſome of them lay ſo much ſtreſs upon, that as 


long as the Woman keeps the Ring, they think it a 
Spel againſt all Unkindneſs ; but it ſhe happen to loſe 
it, her preſervative againſt Diſcord they think is 


gone. 
But our Church has no ſuch Superſtitions Cuſtom! 
of Conſecrating the Ring, 


not be charged with any Superſtition about it. 


As to (b) Kneeling at the Communion, our 
Church preſcribes it only as a Decent and Reverent 
Geſture ; and declares, That no Adoration is thereby 
intended to be done, either to the Sacramental Bread and 
Mine, or to a 
*tis def zu d td ſigniſy our humble and rateful ac know 
ledgment of the Benefits of Christ, thereby copferr”d upon 
worthy Receivers, and to avoid. Profanatian i in the moſt 
Solemn Part of Divine Service : 80 that this cannot 
amount to Superſtition. 

. As toBowing at the Name of Feſus, this we are 
obli! d to by the Canons of our Church, founded up- 
For the 18th Canon of our Church 
fays, When, in time of Divine Service, the Lord Jeſus 

all be done 
y all Perſons preſent, as it has been accuftow'd ;, teſti- 
| fink by this outward Ceremony their inward acknowledg- 
; ment, that the Lord eng Christ is iy Saviour 7 the 


Corporeal Preſence of Chriſt ; 


on cripture. 


ſhall be mention'd, due and lowly Reverencs I 


te. — 


— —— — — — — 
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in Pædagogo. Lib. 2. Cap. 11. 


(b) See our Churches Declaration, in the end Fu the Communion 


Ser dite. 


* 
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nor any Opinion of an ex- 
traordinary Virtue conferr'd upon it by the Office of 
Matrimony 3 we uſe it, as they did in the (a) Primi- 
tive Church, only as a Civil Rite, and therefore can- 


but that 
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World. And there is another Canon 
that ſays, Mhoſoe ver ſhall affirm that the Canon 6. 


” Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of Eng- 5 
land, ) Law efabliſh'd, are Superſtitions, or ſuch as 
Wàlen may not with a good Conſcience uſe, let him be Ex- 
C communicated, | . F 
s The Words of Scripture, upon which this Ceremo- 

5 ny is founded, are theſe; God hath given him a Name, 
5 which is above every Name, that at the 

p > Name of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, of Phil. 2. 9, 10. 
things in Heaven, and things in Earth. == 3 
1 Angels, as well as Men, fell, and departed from 
5 their firſt State of Innocency. But our Saviour took 

4 not on him the Nature of Angels, in order to reſtore 
E. them to their Primitive Felicity; but {or Men, a 
15 Por our Salvation, he condeſcended to e clothed with 
„ Human Fleſn. If therefore the ſublimeſt of Created 
V. Beings Reverence the Name of Jeſus, it 1 

4 all the Angels Worſhip him; ſhall Men, Beb. 1. 6. 
xt that are of an inferior Rank, ang 
wt 3 that have greater Obligations to their Redeemer, 
of not ſhew him as much Reſpect? (a) Such Reverence 


the Jew: paid to the Name Jehwwab, that they aliow'd 
2 ir to be mention'd but once a Year, and that by the 
ane, High-Prieſt only, in the Day of Propitiation, when 
oy be went into the Holy of Holies, and bleſſed the Peo- 
fas ple; who, upon his mentioning that Sacred Name, 
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edg - (a) Plebi, ſub pæna mortis, hujus nominis pronuntiatio vetita 

. fait Summi sacerdotes illud in Templo Hieroſolymitano, non alibi; 
the & ſemel duntaxat in anno, in Solenni illa benedictione, (Num. 6. 
244, 25.) In Feſto Propitiationis pronuntiarunt. Sacerdotes & po- 


paulus ftantes in atrio, in die Propitiationis, quando audiebant illud 
aomen exire ex ore Sacerdotis maximi, fleebant genua, & in- 

x currvabant ſe, & procidebant in faciem ſuam, dicentes, benedictum 

8 fit nomen glorioſum in Sempiternum. Hoc nomen, in Chriſtiana 

8 =cclefia, ab interpretibus per Dominum redditus eft. Buætor f. 

Ide nomine Dei P. md 


G-g -bow'd, 


E | bow'd, and did Obeyſance. Now this Name Jehovah i 
S: || is ſuppos d to ſignify the Second Per ſon of the Trinity, 
11 and is conſtaatly. Tranſlated the Lord. How inex- 
* cCuſable then ould we be, who are call'd by the 
7 4 Name of Chriſt, if we ſhould ſhew. leſs Reverence to 
Wit: i his Holy Name, than that Stiff-necked Generation of 
1 Men did, that Crucified him? Even Turks own our 
1 Saviour to have been a great Prophet, and when they 
14 mention his Name, give an outward Sign of Reve- 
9 rence. So that Jews and Turks will riſe in judgment 
1 with us, and Condemn us, if our Reverence to the 
1 Name of Jeſu: fall ſhort of the Honour that they have : 
14. done it. 
Bite 6. Laſtly, as to our Feſtivals, inſtituted in Memory 
1 of departed Saints, if we Worſhipped thoſe Saints, 
1 this deed would be Superſtition ; but it cannot be 
1 10 to praiſe and bleſs God for their Good Examples, 
15 10 and for making them the Inſtruments of converting 
7 N the Gentiles, and bringing us to the Faith of Chriſt. 
os Thus much to ſhew. that the Church of England can- 
19 not be juſtly charg d with the Second Kind of Super- 
i i ſtition. 
1 As to the Third Kind of Superſtition, which con- 
. ſiſts in the obſervation of unlucky Days and Times, 
1 and in uſing Unlawful Arts of Prognoſticatiou; ſome 
Bk & weak and ignorant Perſons may perhaps regard ſuch 
WS | - Things; but Men of Underſtanding deſpiſe them, 
1 and our Church gives no Countenance to them. So 
1 that the Church of England cannot be K ent 
11 "Rh, any kind of aperRitiog. . 
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CHAP. VI. 


That they that accuſe us of Superſtition, are in all 


Things more Superſtitions. 


* one part of Heatheniſh Superſtition, to 
1 make publick Proceſſions for the Dead® and 
Lat#antius defines Superſtitious Men, to be thoſe that 
adore the Memory of deceaſed Men. LSuperſtitioſi ſunt 
qui ſuperſtitem memoriam defunttorum colunt.] They 
therefore that do ſo much Honour to the glorious 


: Memory of a deceaſed King, and that make publick 


Proceſſions Yearly for dead Princes, can hardly ex- 
cuſe themſelves from the firſt and moſt proper kind 
„„ 9 We oth 
The ſecond kind of Superſtition, which ſome would 
fiſten upon the Church of England, if the matter be 
fairly ſtated, will be found more properly to belong 
een, TE 0002 
For as, on the one ſide, the Church of England 
would be Superſtitious, if ſhe had ſuch a vain imagt- 
nation, as to hope to pleaſe God by the bare perfor- 
mance of thoſe things that he has not commanded: 
So, on the other hand, her Accuſers are certainly Su- 
perſtitious, in fearing they ſhall diſpleaſe God, by 
the per for mance of thoſe things which they them- 
ſelves confeſs he has not () forbidden. For the ſame 
thing that is in itſelf Indifferent,, may be made Su- 
1 e two contrary ways, according to the dif- 
erent Opinion that Men have, either in obſerving, 
or forbearing it. And conſequently, if there be any 
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18 Nam neq; peccatum erit, vifi divinitus jubeatur ut non 
Sit. S. Auguſtin, Tom. 7. de Peccat Mer. & Remiff,” Lib. 2. 
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bow'd, and did Obeyſance. Now this Name Jehovah. 


is ſoppos d to ſignify the Second Perſon of the Trinity, 
and is conſtaatly. Tranſlated the Lord. How inex- 


cuſable then ſhould we be, who are call'd by the 


Name of Chriſt, if we ſhould ſhew leſs Reverence to 


his Holy Name, than that stiff necked Generation of 


Men did, that Crucified him? Even Turks own our 
Saviour to have been a great Prophet, and when they 
mention his Name, give an outward Sign of Reve- 


rence. So that Jews and Turks will riſe in Judgment 


with us, and Condemin us, if our Reverence to the 


Name of Jeſus fall ſhort of the Honour that they have 
done it. 


6. Laſtly, a as to our Feſtivals, inſtituted in Memory 


of departed Saints, if we Worſhipped thoſe Saints, 


this 1 would be Superſtition; but it. cannot be 
10 to praiſe and bleſs God for their Good Examples, 


and for making them the Inſtruments of converting 


the Gentiles, and bringing us to the Faith of Chriſt. 
Thus much to ſhew. that the Church of England can- 


not be juſtly charged with the Second Kind of Super- 4 


ſtition. 


As to the Third Kind of cuperitition; which con- 
ſiſts in the obſervation of unlucky Days and Times, 


and in uſing Unlawful Arts of Prognoſticatiou; ſome | 
weak and ignorant Perſons may perhaps regard ſuch 
Things; but Men of Underſtanding deſpiſe them, 


and our Church gives no Countenance to them. So 
that the Church of England cannot be juſtly urge 


with any kind of neil Et 
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That they that accuſe us of Superſtition, are in all 


* Things more Superſtitions. 


TJ wWas one part of Heatheniſh Superſtition, to 
make publick Proceſſions for the Dead and 
Lactantius defines Superſtitious Men, to be thoſe that 
adore the Memory of deceaſed Men. LSuperſtitioſi ſunt 
qui ſuperſtitem memoriam defunttorum colunt.] They 
therefore that do ſo much Honour to the glorious 
Memory of a deceaſed King, and that make publick 
Proceſſions Yearly for dead Princes, can hardly ex- 
cuſe themſelves from the firſt and moſt proper kind 


of Superſtition. )) fog We eb $7 roots 
The ſecond kind of Superſtition, which ſome would 
fiſten apon the Church of England, if the matter be 


fairly ſtated, will be found more properly to belong 


to them that accuſe ger. 5 3 
For as, on the one ſide, the Church of England 
would be Superſtitious, if ſne had ſuch a vain imagi- 
nation, as to hope to pleaſe God by the bare perfor- 
mance of thoſe: things that he has not commanded : 
So, on the other hand, her Accuſers are certainly Su- 
perſtitious, in fearing they ſhall diſpleaſe God, by 
the performance. of thoſe things which they them- 
elves confeſs he has not (a) forbidden. For the ſame 


ching that is in itſelf Indifferent, may be made Su- 


1 poo two contrary ways, according to the dit- 
erent Opinion that Men have, either in obſerving, 
or forbearing it. And conſequently, if there be any 
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Superſtition about thoſe indifferent Ceremonies that 


are uſed by our Church, it lies at their doors, 
that out of a needleſs ſcruple are afraid they ſhall 


Sin in obſerving them; but cannot be imputed to us, 
that declare them to be no otherwiſe acceptable to 


God; but only as they ſhew our Obedience to his 


Vicegerents, and conduce to the preſer vation of Uni- 


formity and Order in the Church. 


_, As,tq the Third kind of Superſtition, which con- 
ſiſts in obſerving fortunate or unlucky Days and 
Times, and in conſulting with Aſtrologers about fu- 


ture Events; how far ſome, that cry loudeſt againſt 


the Superſtitions of our Church, have been guilty of 


this, appears from an Authentick, but very lamen- 


table Inſtance. 


p , 


() About the beginning of the Year 1666, ſome. 
of the Oliverian Party, that had formerly been en- 
gaged in the Overthrow of our Government and 
had been Officers and Soldiers in the great Re- 

bellion, deſigning to ſet the City of London on Fire, 


in order to a ſecond Subverſion of our Government 


in Church and State, conſulted a famous Aſtrologer 
in thoſe days, who had for that purpoſe erected a 
Scheme, and had calculated the fate of Londen, as 
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) At the Seſſions- Houſe in the Od. Baily, John Rathbone, an od. 
Army Colonel, William Saunders, Henry Tucker, Thomas Flim, o- 


mas Evans, Fobn Myles, William Weſtcot, and Fohn Cole, were In- 


dicted for conſpiring the Death of His Majeſty, and the Overthrow | 
of the Goyernment ; and then to have declared for an 3 4 
ob 


4 


_ viſion of Lands. The better to effect that Helliſh Deſign, 
City of London was to he fired, and the third of September was 
pitched upon for the attempt, as being found by Liih's Almanach, 
and hy a Scheme erected for that purpoſe, to be a lucky Day; A 
Planet then ruling which prognofticated the downfal of Monarchy. 


The Evidence againft- theſe Perſons was very full and clear, and 


they accordingly were found guilty of High- Treaſon. See abe Log: 
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(a) Cicero fays a famous Aſtrologer it his Time, calcu- 
| lated the fate oi Rome. And finding the third day of 
September 1666, would be a proper time for them 
to execute their Villanous Deſign ; becauſe at that 
time a Planet would rule, that prognoſticated the de- 
ſtruction of our Imperial City, and the downfall of 
Monarchy; they combined together, and came to a 
reſolution to. put London that day in Flames. The 
Conſpiracy happen'd to be diſcovered,and eight of the 
Party were Condemned and Executed for this wicked 
Deſign, near half a Year before London was burnt. 
But other Incendiaries, animated with the ſame Super- 
ſition, and fiery Zeal, purſued the Directions of the 
Aſtrologer, and the City was all in Flames upon the 
third day of September, 1666 5 


(a) Firmianus Romam in jugo cum effet Luna natam eſſe dice- 
bat, nec ejus fata canere dubitabat. Cicero, de Divinatione. 
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= = Sets of Chriſtians are addicted to. Bah 


123 be thought a trivial thing, to mention the 
| Superſtitious Follies, that ſome weak Perſons, a- 
mong all Sects, are addided to: But (4) St. Auſtin 
777045 enumerates as minute Superſtitions, that 
Hen in his Time were guilty of: and things that are 
little in themſelyes, may be conſiderable in their Con- 
e a. 0 


__ 


(e) Superftitioſum eſt quicquid inftitutum eft ab hominibus, ad, 
conſultationes'& pacta quædam ſignificationum cum dæmouibus; 
Malia funk majimina Magicarum artium; ex quo genere ſunt Ha- 

| PE: Some 


— — — 
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proaching Danger if they happen to ſpill any Salt. 


Wizzards, for the diſcovery of future Contingencies, 
or to he informed of things done in remote Places. 


His adjunguntur” millia inaniſſimarum obſervationum ; ut ſi, 


 canem calcant, tanquam diremptorem amiciciæ, aut innocentem 
puerum colapho percutiunt. Hinc etiam illa, redire ad lectum, 
| a Fi bu 


tur, plus time re ſuſpicionem futuri mafi, quam præſens damuum 
dolere. Neqz illi ab hoc genere pernicioſæ Superſtitionis/ſegres : 


& conventa refęrendæ ſunt» Hinc enim fit, ut cν,K.Eẽ um 


hs 
Some are afraid to begin any Work upon that 
day of the Weck, on which the Innocents were 
flain by Herod, Others are apprehenſive of ſome ap- 


Others are ſuperſfitiouſly credulous about Dreams. 


Others give great heed to the ſhrickings of Birds, 


eſpecially in the Night. Others tie, ſcraps of tbe 


| Goſpel about their Necks, or uſe unintelligible Words 
or Characters to drive away Diſcaſes, Others, if 
their Linen happen to be gnawed by Rats or Mice, 
are in a great concern; not ſo much for their preſent 
Joſs, as for fear of farther Miſchiefs of another kind, 


which from thence they forebode to themſelves, _. 
Others Conſult the Calculators of Nativities, and 


© The exerciſers of theſe Curious Arts, in the Apo- 
ſſtolick Age, upon their converſion to 
Ads 19. 19, 20. Chriſtianity, brought their Books, and 
Furnt them before all Hen: Where the 
word of God prevailed, there ſuch Writings were not 
tolerated. NY LOUIS ES” 


* 
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ruſpicum & Augurum libri. Ad hoc genus pertinent omnes etiam 


ligaturæ, atq; Remedia, five in przcantationibus, ſive in quibuſ- 


dam notis, quas characteres vocant; five in quibusdam rebus ſul- 
pendendis, atq; alligandis, non ad temperationem corporum, ſed 
ad quaſdam fignificationes, aut occultas, aut etiam manifeſtas. 


junctim ambulantibus amicis, canis, aut puer, medius intervenerit, 


ſiquis, dum ſe calceat, ſternutaverit; cum veſtis a ſo rodi- , 


7 


gandi ſunt, qui Genethliaci, propter natalium dierum conſiderati- 
ones, vocantur; qui ſtellarum poſitionem, cùm quilq; nafcitur, 
per veſtigant, atq; inde conantur vel actiones noſtfas, —— 
eventa prædicere. Iſtæ opiniones ad eadem cum D#manibus 0 


* 
5 
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For by ſuch Delnſions the Deceiver of Man kind 
gradually brings Men off from the Service of God 


to the Service of himſelf. 


And tho? in theſe Diabolical Spells and Ceremonies, 
the Devil be not expreſly invoked, yet tacitly and 


implicitly he is; whether it be to cure a Diſeaſe, or 
to diſcover future Events, or things done in remote 
Places. For ſuch Diſeaſes muſt be cured, and ſuch. 
Secrets diſcovered, either by Natural Cauſes, or 
by ſomething Supernatural. Not by Natural Cauſes ; 
for what Natural force and efficacy can there be in a 
few Words, either ſpoke, or hung about the Neck, 
to alter the ſtate of the Blood, and to change the 


whole habit of the Body? Or, what is there in Nature, 


that can in an Inſtant diſcover things done at a thou- 
_ ſand Miles diſtance, or reveal Futurities? It remains 
therefore, that ſuch Diſeaſes are cured, and ſuch 
| Diſcoveries made by ſomething Supernatural: And 


WW 


_ — 


cerum homines tradantur illudendi & decipiendi illudentibus coz 


atq; decipientibus prævaricatoribus Angelis. Dt 
Iſtis Superſtitioſis & pernicioſis Divinationum generibus multa 
præterita & futura Dicuntur, multa obſervantibus ſecundum ob- 
ſervationes ſuas eveniunt, quibus implicati curioſores fant, & ſeſe 
magis magiſq; inſerant multiplicibus laqueis pernicioſiſſimi erroris. 


Omnes artes hujuſmodi, vel Nugatoriæ, vel noxiz Superfticionis, 


ex quadam peftifera Societate hominum & dxmonum, quaſi pacta 
infidelis & doloſz amicitiæ conſtituta, penitus ſunt repudianda 
Z Chriftiano. . In omnibus iftis doctrinis ſocietas Dæmonum formi- 


danda atq; vitanda eſt. Plena ſunt hæc peſtiferæ curiotitatis, cru- 


ciantis ſolicitudinis, mortiferæ ſervitutis z tantumq; valent, quan- 
tum przfumptione animorum, quaſi communi quadam lingua cum 


Dæmonibus, fœderata ſunt. Et ideo diverſis diverſa proveniunt, 
ſecundum. cogitationes & præſumptiones ſuas. Illi enim Spiritus 


qui decipere volunt. talia procurant cuiq; qualibus eum irretitum 


per ſuſpiciones & conſenſiones ejus viderint. 


Herbarum cognitio valet, ſed non ad machinamenta Super ſtitio- 
nis. Aliud enim eſt dicere tritam iſtam herbam fi biberis, ven- 


ter non dolebit; & aliud eſt dicere, iſtam herbam collo ſi ſuſpen- 
deris, venter non dolebit. Ibi enim probatur contem peratio ſalu- 


bris, hic ſignificatio Superſtitioſa damnatur. S. Auguſt, de Doctri- 


"A 


ua Chriſtiana, Cap. 20, & ſequentibus. 
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if ſo, then either by a Heavenly aſſiſtance, or by the 


help of evil Spirits, and by a tacit Compact with them, 
that ſich Signs ſhall be attended with ſuch Events; 


ſuch Means ſhall have ſuch Effects. Now the wick- 


edneſs of the Perſons that make ufe of ſuch Means, 


and the fooliſhneſs of the Means they make uſe of, are 


manifeſt indications that they cannot proceed from a 
Heavenly aſſiſtance; they can have no communicati- 


2 We 
wet; 
er 
. 
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on with the Wiſdom and Holineſs of God, or of good 


Angels; and conſequently they are to he attributed 
to the ſecret Information and aſſiſtance ot evil Spirits; 
and therefore ſuch Practiſes are carefully to be avoid- 
ed by all good Chriſtians ; for by theſe Snares the De- 
vil takes unwary Men, and by degrees draws them 
to himſelf, and entices them to greater, and more o- 
pen Impieties. God anſwers us now 20 
1 Sam. 28,65 more by Dreams, nor by Prophets: But 
2 this will leave us inexcuſable, as it did 
Saul, in ſeeking to them that have familiar Spirits, or 
that uſe unlawful Arts of Divina tion. 
© s to- -Unfortunate Days and Times, they are not 
ſo much as pretended to be founded upon Reaſon; 
but owe their Authority to old Womens Obſervath _ 
ons, which have as much in them as their Fables. 
Ihe ſame diurnal courſe of the Sun conſtantly mea- 
ſures and makes our Days; and his annual Revolution 
our Years: The ſame courſe of the Moon makes our 
Months; and we have the ſame ſtated * returns of 
"dns C ²˙ A eto © opens FLY — . — —£ | 
* Grave illorum admiſſum adnotat Apoſtolus] qui poſt cognir 
tionem Dei, ad ea conver ti cœperunt, quæ colebant quando igno- 


rabant Deum. Dies obſervatis, & menſes, & tempora, & annos. 


Diem Sol facit, menſes curſus Lunæ. Tempora vero ſunt ver, Iſtas, 
Autumnus, & Hyems. Quatuor hæc, completo numero proprio, 
conficiunt annum. Dies ergo obſervant, qui dicunt craſtino profici- 


ſcendum non eſt; poſt ctaſtinum non deber aliquid inchoari.” Hi 


autem colunt menſes, qui curſus Lunæ petſerutantur, dicentes, 


nona Luna ſervum emptum domum duei non oportet. Annos col unt, 


. qui, Ye. Hæc Supetſtitio, longe debet eſſe à ſervis Dei. Si enim De- 
us ex toto corde diligitut, ipſo propitio, nulla deber eſſe ſormido 
neqz ſuſpicio harum rerum. Vide 8. Ambrop; Commentarios in 


Ppift. ad Galatas. Cap. 4. v. 10 & 11. 


Spring 
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4 Spring and Autumn, Summer and Winter. So that 
| vain Opinions and Fancies of Men, why theſe ſhould 
ſometimes be Fortunate, ſometimes Unlucky. And 
if any that read this ſhall hereatter account them ſo, 


Days, and Months, and Times, and Tears; 


you labour in vain. 


10 And as to Omeas, theſe are otic but natural, 
= tho' unuſual Accidents; and the Conſequences that 
= are drawn from them are for the moſt part Abſurd 
and Groundleſs, 
It happen d that a Snake came into a Houſe, and 
twiſted itſelf about a Wooden Bar. The Man of 


the Houſe, upon this, was in a great Conſternation, 
and (a) deſired to know what this Prodigy might 
= portend. The Perſon that he made this application 


to. being an Underſtanding Man, and void of Super- 


. ws * Bar twined about the Serpent, this had indeed been 
= © a Prodigy; but that a Serpent ſhould twilt itſelf 


4 


- | to be Burar, or any other Calamity had befallen him; 
by Superſtitious Men would have been apt to ſay, this. 
xr was portended by that Omen. But 'tis abſurd to ſay 


if K thus is the conſequence of that, where there is no 
— Connexion of Cauſes, and where the Event has no 
"Th manner of dependence upon the Antecedent Ca- 


1 ſualt 7. 
_ If we would be governed by Reaſon,” not by 
005 if we would not be over eaſy and cradujous.; 5. 


* 


Ws Oh. 2. Cap. 28. | 


there is no Foundation in Nature, but only in the 


I may uſe St. Paul's Expreſſion to them; Te 8 eg 


8 I am afraid of you, leſt I bave beſtow'd on Gal. 4. 10. 11. | 


| ſition, gave him this Anſwer : © Had the Wooden 


out a Poſt, has nothing in it but what is natural. 
| Now if, after this, the Man's Houſe had happen _ 


(0) cum an ba interproten Portentorum cerulille quaſi 
Oftentum, quod anguis domi vectem circumplexus fuiſſet; cum 
et, inquit, Oftentum, fi anguem veRis circumplicariſies cis. 


if 


if we would attribute no Efficacy to Things, any far- 
ther than we conceive they may have a Power in Na- 
ture to produce ſuch Effects; we ſhould then act like 
Men, and ſhould be free from all Superſtition. 


The Concluſion. 


From what has been ſaid we may draw two Infe- 
rences. The firſt is, that if the Church of Rome, be- 
fore the Reformation, was notoriouſly guilty of Su- 
perſtition, and had corrupted the True Worſhip of 
God, both in the Object and Ceremonies of it; by 
_ Worſhiping Images, and by introducing many Fea- 
theniſh Rites then the Church of England is juſtifi- 
e able in ſeparating from her Communion: 

2 Cor. 6. 14, For what Communion bath Light with Dark- 
19, 17. neſs ? And what agreement bath the Tem- 
5 ple of God with Idols? Wherefore come out 
from among them, and be ye ſeperate, ſaith the Lord. 
The other Inference is, that if the Church of Eng- 
land cannot be juſtly charged with any kind of Su- 
perſtition; then they that withdraw themſelves from 
her Communion, and join with ſeperate Congregati- 
ons, are Guilty of a mortal Sin. For St. Jude, de- 
{cribing certain Vngodly Men, that are Ordained to 
. Condemnation, ſays, Theſe be they that ſeparate them- 
ſelves. *Tis a dangerous thing therefore to depart 
from a well Eſtabliſi'd Church, that has the only True 
God for the ſole Object of its Worſhip ; and obſerves 
no Ceremonies but what are agreeeable to his re- 
vealed Will. And 'tis a farther. Aggravation of 
Schiſm, when they that depart from an Orthodox 
and well-conſtituted Church, joyn themſelves to 
Teachers erroneous in their Faith, and uncommſlion'd 
as to their Office. For by ſuch Men Baptiſm and the 
Supper of our Lord, which are Ceremonies of Divine 
Inſtitution, and neceſſary to Salvation, cannot be 
rightly Adminiſtred ; and where the Sacraments __ 


a 


(47) 
not berigbtiy Mfiniaiſtrea, there can be no true 
Church; and out of the Church, ordinarily ſpeaking, 
there is no Salvation, They therefore that invade 
the Sacerdotal Office, and their Adherents oo have 
reaſon to beware, leſt they periſh in the 
gainſaying of Core and his Aſſociates; Jude v. 11. 
who, for making an unneceſſary Schiſm . 
in the Jewiſh Church, had their final Doom antici- 
pated; the Ground (by a new Schiſm ) 
clave aſſunder, and let them down alive Numb. 16.31. 
into the infernal Flames. 
All that 1 ſhall add is only this. ſhort Caution, 
that we ſhould take care, leſt in avoiding Superſtit ion, 
we run into the contrary Extreme of Irreligion and 
Profaneneſs. For as Superſtition 1s 2 Weakneſs on 
the one ſide, ſo is Atheiſm-a great Folly COT | 
on the other; ſince "tis the Fool that ſays Iſl. 14. 1, 
there 15 no Ged. F "22 
True Religion ſtands Bebe en both, founded upon _ 
wiſdom, as upon a ſolid and immovable Rock; not to 
be ſhaken by the violent Aſſaults of the Profane, that 
would argue us into a disbelief of Providence; nor 
to be undermined by the ſabtil laſinuations of thoſe 5 
Men, that would introduce Superſtitious 
Vanities Inſtead ot a Reaſonable Service, ROM, 12. 1. 
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POSTSERIPT. 
Hat neceſſity there was for the publication of 
theſe Papers, to Vindicate my ſelf as well as 


our Religion, is ſufficiently known. 
The Church of England has been the common Mark, 


that the Romaniſts on the one ſide, and our Separatiſts 
on the other, have levell'd all their Artilery againſt. 


How divided ſoever they would appear to be in other 


reſpects, they are apparently united in this. And if it 


be true, that ſome Papiſts had a hand in the burning of 
London, (as is ſuggeſted, in oppoſition to the laſt Ar- 


ticle of my ſixth Chapter) this only proves that they 
joyned with our Diſſenters in this wicked Deſign. 


Both of them have ſhot out their Arrows, even bitter 
Words, againſt me; fo that I can expect no favour from 
either of them. oh n 8 

—— — a Danaos nu quam locus inſupe 1%. 

Dardanidæ infenſi. ; 

But in the opinion of impartial ;ndges; the Evidence 


that I have brought will ſufficiently juſtify me: what 
has been publiſh'd by eee be ſpoke too with 
Authority. 
This diſadvantage we are under, that we have to do 
with a ſort of Men, that take the liberty to utter the 
moſt notorious Falſities againſt us; but make it a Crime _ 


in us to mention the moſt evident Truths that ſeem to 
reflect upon them. The commendable Actions that have 


been done by Church- men, they arrogantly aſſume to 
themſelves; or at leaſt would be thought to have laid * 
the Scheme and Platform of them: But their own wick xk 
ed Deſigns, if abortive, they artfully ſhift off upon o- | 


thers: It ſuccesful, they glory in them. 
The name of God i is in their -Months, but in their 


Hearts they have him who was formerly a miniſtring 
Spirit, but was turned out of the Miniſtry, and degra- 
ded, for his Rebellious attempts againſt the King of 


Kings: For which cauſe he has great Wrath, and 
makes it his buſineſs to ſow the Seeds of faction and 


5 delia in the Minds of all bis Servants. 2 Fg 


POSTSEMRTPT. 
Hat neceſſity there was for the publication of 
theſe Papers, to Vindicate my ſelf as well as 


our Religion, is ſufficiently known. 
The Church of England has been the common Mark, 


that the Romaniſts on the one fide, and our Separatiſts 
on the other, have levelPd all their Artilery againſt. 
How divided ſoever they would appear to be in other 
reſpeas, they are apparently united in this. And if it 


be true, that ſome Pap:/ts had a hand in the burning of 
London, (as is ſuggeſted, in oppoſition to the laſt Ar- 
ticle of my ſixth Chapter) this only proves that they 


joyned with our Diſſenters in this wicked Deſign. 


Both of them have ſhot out their Arrows, even bitter 
Words, againſt me; ſo that I can expect no favour from 


either of them. 
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Dardanidæ infenſi.— 
But in the opinion of impartial judges, the Evidence 


that I have brought will ſuffictently juſtify me: what 
has been publiſh'd by Authority, may be ſpoke too with 
Authority: | 


This diſadvantage weare under, that we have to do 


with a ſort of Men, that take the liberty to utter the 
moſt notorious Falſities againſt us; but make it a Crime 
: in us to mention the moſt evident Truths that ſeem to 


reflect upon them. The commendable Actions that have 


been done by Church- men, they arrogantly aſſume to 
themſelves; or at leaſt would be thought to have laid 
the Scheme and Platform of them: But their own wick- 


ed Dcſigns, if abortive, they artfully ſhitt off upon o- 


thers: If ſuccesful, they glory in them. 


The name of God i is in their Mouths, but in their 
Hearts they have him who was formerly a miniſtring 


Spirit, but was turned out of the Miniſtry, and degra- 


ded, for his Rebellious attempts againſt the King of | 
Kings: For which cauſe he has great Wrath, and 


makes it his buſineſs to ſow the Seeds of Faction and 
. bedition | in the Minds of all his Servants. 7 


1 3; 2 b 
4 + 1 117 * 4 * * 


N 


